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Tired of struggling with that heavy plastic kayak? Are you looking for a lightweight boat but not

willing to take out a second mortgage to buy it? What if I told you that you could build a boat

weighting less than 35 lbs for $300 to $500? You can and in my new book I will show you how.This

style was very popular in the 1950's and 1960's and many boat plans appeared in magazines such

as Popular Mechanics and Popular Science. Even though it is no longer fashionable in the

magazines, the fuselage style of construction is still probably the most cost effective way to build a

small boat. Recently I have seen a renewed interest in this type of boat construction. People are

rediscovering the advantages of Fuselage style Skin Boats. Fuselage frames boats cost very little to

build. A sheet of marine plywood, a lightweight wood such as cedar for the stringers, a few yards of

a synthetic fabric for the skin and something to waterproof the skin. Materials for a basic 17' kayak

cost around $300. Adding a seat, deck rigging and adjustable footrest would add another $100 to

$150 dollars depending on your preferences. For somewhere around $400 you can build a high

performance, 30-35 lbs boat. A composite construction canoe or kayak of similar weight would cost

thousands of dollars.This book will walk you through the process of building your own Skin on

Frame canoe or kayak. I start by addressing the space needed to build a boat as well as tools

needed. There is a detailed section on laying out the frames from a table of offsets. Progressing to

how to assemble the frame, skinning the boat and through all the steps to preparing your boat for

launching. Included are offsets for three of my boat designs. The StoneFly canoe, Curlew, a 15' Sea

Kayak and new sea kayak design Pouco Barta.
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I suppose nearly everyone who has an interest in kayaking and the people of the Arctic has

dreamed of building his or her own boat at some point. I know I have. Over the years, I have

collected a small library of skin-on-frame books and am always delighted when a new one comes

along that I like enough to add to my shelves. The new book by S. Jeff Horton, Fuselage Frame

Boats, A Guide to Building Skin Kayaks and Canoes (The Kudzupatch Inc., paperback, 148 pages,

$18.95) certainly fulfills that. A fuselage frame boat essentially uses the same method of

construction as early airplane bodies: a series of graduated frames cut as solid pieces from marine

grade plywood with thin wooden stringers to provide shape and rigidity for the body. Horton states,

in his introduction, "The style was very popular in the 1950s and 1960s and many boat plans

appeared in magazines such as Popular Mechanics and Popular Science." This is not traditional

Inuit or Aleut construction, by any means. It is, in fact, the way that many folding kayaks are

constructed. Horton has you building light-weight, relatively inexpensive boats quickly to get out on

the water as soon as maybe. There is little or no history or philosophical meanderings. Read, build

in as little as 100 hours, and paddle! Horton starts in with a description of terms and a discussion of

tools. The latter is one very pleasant surprise to those familiar with other books on building

skin-o-frame boats. The intimidatingly huge collection of adzes, draw knives and other esoteric or

antique tools (Did you ever try finding any of these at the local hardware? "Go around to the local

antique stores and you may have some luck," one clerk advised me.) can be enough to scare off

any but the most dedicated traditionalist.
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